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CITRUS HIGH SCHOOL

Advancement Via Individual Determination

Dear Applicant,

Thank you for your interest in the AVID program at Citrus High School.  We appreciate you taking the time to read and complete the application for our program.  

At Citrus High School, our AVID selection process will be three stages.  The first stage is for you to complete the attached application including an application, the AVID contract, the written interview form, a parent/guardian survey, a 500-word essay and two teacher recommendation forms.  The second process is our face-to face interview process.  If you are selected for this part of the process, you will meet with one of Citrus High School’s Site Team and be asked a few key questions for us to gather a snap-shot about you and your interest in AVID.  Please know all applicants may not be selected for the interview process.  Finally, you will receive either an acceptance letter or a letter of regret.

We appreciate your interest in AVID and wish you every success in your journey in becoming an AVID Hurricane.

1. Application Instructions:

2. Read through this entire packet

3. Fill out the initial application on page 3
4. You and your parent read the CHS AVID contract on page 4 and sign it

5. Complete the Interview form on pages 5 and 6
6. Have your parent or guardian fill out the Parent/Guardian survey on page 7
7. Complete a 500-word typed essay titled: “Why I want to be in AVID”
8. Give the teacher recommendation forms on pages 8 and 9 to a core teacher (English, Math, Science or Social Studies).  The teacher will return the forms to CHS.

9. Return completed application pages 3-7 and the 500-word essay to CHS AVID (Mrs. Melito, Ms. Godwin, Mr. Melito or Mrs. Cooke) by ________________.  If you are in 8th grade, you can return your completed application to your guidance counselor, Mrs. Martone (AVID teacher) or Mrs. Davenport (AVID Coordinator).

10. Wait to hear about the face to face interview process by ________________.

If you have any questions regarding the packet, please feel free to contact Mrs. Melito, CHS AVID Coordinator at (352) 726-2241 ext 4559 or e-mail at canesavid@citrusschools.net .  

Thank you,

CHS AVID TEAM
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The AVID program was created over 30 years ago, designed to prepare its students for admission to four-year universities and colleges. As an in-school academic support program for middle to upper middle academic students, AVID targets the least served students in the academic middle capable of completing a college preparatory path. Colleges nationwide are striving to increase the enrollment of students “in the middle” who are often underachieving, disadvantaged, underrepresented, or first generation college students. Of further concern is the less than adequate preparation of those who do enter college. Many of these students with potential to succeed in college need extra encouragement and academic assistance, which traditional secondary school programs do not offer. AVID meets the needs of these students in the following ways:

· Providing academic instruction and other support to students and to prepare them for eligibility to four-year colleges and universities

· Giving Students College level entry skills

· Increasing the coping skills of program participants

· Motivating students to seek a college education

· Increasing the participants’ levels of career awareness

AVID IS:

· An acronym that stands for Advancement Via Individual Determination

· An in-school academic support program for grades 9-12 that prepares students for college eligibility and success

· Learning with tutors

· Writing for all classes

· Developing success strategies

· Learning organizational skills

· Applying for scholarships

· Preparing for a professional career

· Attending field trips, such as visiting college campuses, participating in team-building programs, career fairs, and other areas of educational and cultural interest

· Participating in extracurricular and community activities

AVID is NOT:
· An “at-risk” or remedial program

· For students who do not do their homework

· For the consistently D or F student

· A program for unmotivated student.
CHS AVID Expectations:
· Possess the desire and potential to succeed in rigorous courses

· Be committed to hard work to attain goals

· Exhibit a positive attitude toward themselves and others

· Be open to new experiences in all phases of the program

· Wants to become an independent learner

· Act as model students in the classroom, taking notes, listening, questioning and being prepared

· Willingly cooperate and collaborate with peers as a part of a team

· Understand that students and teachers are a team

· Share work for the purpose of improving it (no sharing answers but ideas)

· Keep parents informed of academic progress

· Expect and anticipate college enrollment after graduation

· Become actively involved in a variety of campus activities

· Complete community service hours

· Maintain at least a 3.0 weighted GPA

· Be committed to a minimum of 90 minutes of homework/studying each night (including weekends)

An AVID student must not:

· Have incomplete assignments in their classes
· Discipline referrals
· Poor attitude
· Poor attendance
· Weighted GPA lower than 3.0
AVID Curriculum: 

The AVID curriculum based on rigorous standards and is driven by the WICOR method, which stands for writing, inquiry, collaboration, and reading. AVID curriculum is used in AVID elective classes and in content-area classes in AVID schools.

· Honors and Advance Placement (AP) courses

· Strategies for success

· Writing as a tool for learning

· Utilize the AVID binder with weekly calendar, Cornell Notes, Learning Logs, Grade Sheets and more

· Oral language/public speaking skills

· Research

· Participation

AVID Tutorials: 

The AVID tutorials are held every Tuesday and Thursday with trained AVID tutors.  Our AVID tutors are a key component to the success of our AVID elective classes.  Tutorials are a ten step process where students understand and participate in the academic tutorials with peers, tutors and facilitators.  Tutorials include:

· Completing the Tutorial Request Form (TRF) the day/night before class

· Working with trained AVID tutors

· Collaborative study groups

· Problem solving

· Note taking

· Formulating and answering higher-level thinking questions, as based on Costa's levels of intellectual functioning

· Tutorials are not time to complete assignments
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Application for AVID – Citrus High School

Please print in ink and return to CHS AVID:

Student Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

School: ___________________________________________ Grade: _______ GPA: ____________ Number of Absences: ______

Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian(s) Information:

Parent/Guardian name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone Number: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Work Phone Number: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Cell Phone Number: _______________________________________________________________________________________

E-Mail: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please attach the following to this application form:

· Student/Parent Contract Form

· Written Interview

· Parent/Guardian Survey

· 500-word typed essay on “Why I want to be in AVID”

· Names of the two teachers you choose to complete the AVID Teacher Recommendation Form:_________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

8th Graders – Please return the entire application packet to Mrs. Martone or Mrs. Davenport

All other applicants – Please return the entire application packet to a CHS AVID Site Team Member

[image: image4.png]


AVID Student/Parent Contract
Student’s Name: _____________________________________ Date: ___________________________

The AVID team at Citrus High School believes that the following requirements will assure your success in the AVID program:

By signing this contract, I AGREE TO:

· Enroll in the AVID class.

· Study material required for completion of homework and projects.

· Maintain an AVID binder, take Cornell Notes each day in all of my academic subjects, and keep track of assignments using planner and assignment logs.

· Participate in AVID tutorial groups.

· Take a rigorous curriculum, assisted by my parents, AVID teacher, and counselor.

· Help maintain a positive learning atmosphere by having a good attitude.

· Participate in all AVID required activities.

· Maintain satisfactory citizenship, discipline, and attendance in all classes.

· Suspension from school and excessive absenteeism are considered violations of this contract. A first offense within the school year will result in a 4-week or 9-week disciplinary probation. A second offense will result in dismissal from the program.

· Maintain a grade point average of at least a weighted 3.0 and have passing grades in all of my academic classes. 

· A GPA of below a weighted 3.0 and/or a failing grade at the end of any grading period is a violation of the contract. A first offense within the school year will result in either a 4-week or 9-week academic probation. A second offense will result in dismissal from the program. 

I agree to accept enrollment into the AVID elective class, which will offer academic support to me. I want to succeed, and I understand that I must take individual responsibility for my own success. I understand that in order to give fair consideration to my involvement with the program, I must commit to remaining enrolled in 

AVID for at least one year, and that I will be allowed to remain in the program only if I meet the student responsibilities outlined above. I also understand that studies show that I will be most likely to demonstrate academic improvement if I remain in the program at least three years. Most importantly I am most likely to meet my goal of four-year college enrollment if I remain in the AVID program through my senior year of high school.

_________________________________

Student’s Signature

AVID Parent Contract

I AGREE TO:

· Support the AVID requirements outlined above.

· Attend AVID parent meetings.

· Provide encouragement and support to ensure my child’s success.

Parent Signature: ______________________________________

Support Agreement:

We agree to support the efforts of this student in meeting the goals outlined above.

AVID Coordinator Signature: ______________________________________________________________

AVID Counselor Signature: _________________________________________________________________

Site Administrator Signature: ________________________________________________________________
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AVID Written Interview Form – Citrus High School

Please answer the following questions in detail.
1.  What do you like most about school?

2. What do you like least about school?

3. What do you think is your strongest academic area?  Why?

4. What do you think is your weakest academic area?  Why?

5. Why do you want to be in AVID?

6. How much time do you spend on your class work/homework/studying/reading outside of school?

7. Do you have a good place to study at home?  Please describe your study place.

8. How do you make sure that you use your time in class productively?

9. How do you react if you have difficulty with a subject?

10. How do you react if you have difficulty with a teacher?

11. Do you like to work in groups?  Or do you prefer to work alone?

12. Why do you want to go to college?

13. Are you prepared to do the amount of work required of AVID students?  This means homework every night, getting parents to sign many papers, taking Cornell notes in all classes?

14. Give an example of how you make good decisions.

15. What do you believe AVID can do for you?

16. What do you think that you have to offer AVID?

17. Are you willing to go above and beyond when it comes to assignments?
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AVID Parent/Guardian Survey – Citrus High School

Student Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Please answer the following as completely as possible:

1.  What are your hopes or plans for your child’s college education?

2. Why do you feel that your child would benefit from the AVID program?

3. Would you support a 90-minute daily homework/study requirement?  This includes homework from each core academic subject area.

4. What level of college did the students’ parent complete? Please circle one for each parent.

          Mother

· No College

· Some College

· 2-Year Degree

· 4-Year Degree

· Beyond 4 years

5.  What do you feel your child’s strengths and weaknesses are?
6. Please include any other information or special circumstances that you would like the site team to consider.

7. Please check one of the following:

__________________ Yes, I am interested in my child being enrolled in the AVID program.

__________________ No, I am not interested in my child being enrolled in the AVID program.

8.  Please check one of the following:

__________________ Yes, I am interested in being a member of the site team if my child is selected.

__________________ No, I am not interested in being a member of the site team if my child is selected.
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Teacher Recommendation Form #1 – Citrus High School

English, Math, Science or Social Studies teachers only

TEACHERS – This recommendation form is extremely confidential.  Please return this form directly to Mrs. Melito – CHS AVID Coordinator.

Dear Teacher,

The student _____________________________________ has applied for the AVID program at Citrus High School.  Please rate the student in the following areas, from 1 to 5 (1 being lowest).  Do NOT return the completed form to the student.  Please return to Mindy Melito, CHS AVID Coordinator.

1. __________Student demonstrates college potential

2. __________Student regularly completes assignments outside of class

3. __________Student gets along with others

4. __________Student is well behaved

5. __________Student is reliable

6. __________Student has low record of absences

7. __________Student desires to do better, but doesn’t yet have the necessary skills.

a. If you scored the student a 3 or lower on number 7, please answer the following:

i. Explain the skills you think the student lacks, and do you think the student has the ability to gain those skills he/she needs.  Be as detailed as possible.

8.  Why do you think the student would be a good candidate for the program?

9. Is there any information about this student that would like the CHS AVID Site Team to consider?

Teacher Name: ________________________________________________________

Teacher Signature: ______________________________________________________

Subject Area: ____________________________Student’s Grade: __________________
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Teacher Recommendation Form #2 – Citrus High School

English, Math, Science or Social Studies teachers only

TEACHERS – This recommendation form is extremely confidential.  Please return this form directly to Mrs. Melito – CHS AVID Coordinator.

Dear Teacher,

The student _____________________________________ has applied for the AVID program at Citrus High School.  Please rate the student in the following areas, from 1 to 5 (1 being lowest).  Do NOT return the completed form to the student.  Please return to Mindy Melito, CHS AVID Coordinator.

1. __________Student demonstrates college potential

2. __________Student regularly completes assignments outside of class

3. __________Student gets along with others

4. __________Student is well behaved

5. __________Student is reliable

6. __________Student has low record of absences

7. __________Student desires to do better, but doesn’t yet have the necessary skills.

a. If you scored the student a 3 or lower on number 7, please answer the following:

i. Explain the skills you think the student lacks, and do you think the student has the ability to gain those skills he/she needs.  Be as detailed as possible.

8.  Why do you think the student would be a good candidate for the program?

9. Is there any information about this student that would like the CHS AVID Site Team to consider?

Teacher Name: ________________________________________________________

Teacher Signature: ______________________________________________________

Subject Area: ____________________________Student’s Grade: __________________
CITRUS HIGH SCHOOL


600 W. Highland BLVD


Inverness, Florida 34450


(352) 726-2241





Rich Hilgert, Principal


Laura Aguilera, Assistant Principal


Deon Copeland, Assistant Principal


Phil McLeod, Assistant Principal


Angie Blasl, Dean


Steve Baumer, Dean


Larry Bishop, Activities Director





         Father


No College


Some College


2-Year Degree


4-Year Degree


Beyond 4 years








AVID Activities Include:


Field Trips and Guest speakers


Team Building activities


Coping Strategies


AVID Community Service











Mrs. Melito – CHS AVID Coordinator     Ms. Godwin – AVID I & II

Mr. Melito – AVID III & IV     Mrs. Cooke – AVID III & IV

Mrs. McClain – CHS AVID Guidance Counselor
     Mr. Copeland – CHS AVID Administrator


